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CONGREGATION DARCHEI NOAM 
October 21-28, 2016 / 20-26 Tishrei, 5777 

 
SUKKOT 

Eruv Hotline: 201-254-9190 www.FairLawnEruv.com 
Friday – Erev Shabbat Chol Hamoed 

Candle Lighting – 5:48 p.m. 
Mincha/Maariv – 5:53 p.m. 

Shabbat Chol Hamoed 
No 8:00 a.m. minyan today 

Shacharit – 9:00 a.m. 
Mincha – 5:35 p.m. 

Shiur by Rabbi Michael Hoenig 
Maariv – 6:45 p.m. 

Havdalah – 6:55 p.m. 
Sunday – Hoshanah Rabah 

Shacharit – 7:45 a.m. 
Candle Lighting – 5:45 p.m. 
Mincha/Maariv – 5:50 p.m. 
Monday – Shmini Atzeret 

Shacharit – 9:00 a.m. 
 

Yizkor not before 10:30 a.m. 
Yizkor donations can be made on our website: 
www.darcheinoam.com. Click on “Donate.” 

 
Children’s Simchat Torah Dinner – 5:30 p.m. 

followed by children’s hakafot with the community 
 

Mincha – 5:50 p.m. 
Maariv & Hakafot – 6:33 p.m. 
Candle Lighting – 6:52 p.m. 
Tuesday – Simchat Torah 

Shacharit – 8:30 a.m. 
Simchat Torah Kiddush 

Mincha – 5:50 p.m. 
Maariv – 6:40 p.m. 

Havdalah – 6:51 p.m. 
 

Weekday 
Wednesday & Friday  
Shacharit – 6:45 a.m. 
Thursday – 6:35 a.m. 

No mincha for the duration of the winter 
Maariv – 8:00 p.m. 

 
Simchat Torah Kiddush 

Please join the entire kahal at a festive Kiddush following  
Shacharit and Hakafot on Simchat Torah day. To sponsor at 
$36, please email Abe Adler at adlerfamily@yahoo.com. You 
can pay on our website. Simply indicate in the comment that 
the donation is for the “Simchat Torah Kiddush.” Thank you to 
the sponsors: Adler, Bednarsh, Berger, Herzog, Diamond, Har-
ris, Lenik, Rosenfeld, Shranz/Gove, Steinberg, and Wilen. 

Children’s Simchat Torah Dinner 
Bring your kids to the annual Darchei Noam children’s dinner 
for our kids Monday evening at 5:30 p.m.  To sponsor at $36, 
please email Abe Adler at adlerfamily@yahoo.com. Payment 
can be made on our website (indicate: “Simchat Torah Dinner). 
Thank you to sponsors Rabbi & Shira Donath, Adler, Dia-
mond, Dworkis, Lamm, and Katz families. 

Sponsors for the Kiddush and Children’s dinner are still 
welcome.   

Please chip in to help set up and clean up 
after kiddushim and other events. Thank you. 

THE DARCHEI NOAM SEATS CAMPAIGN 
has been successfully completed! 

Thank you and yasher koach to all who contributed to our ef-
fort to provide comfortable seats in the synagogue.  

Community Announcements 

A heartfelt Yasher Koach to Harvey Schwartz for the tre-
mendous effort and professionalism he has put into our shul 
expansion and for the impressive accomplishments so far. 

Yasher Koach to Scott Shepps and the Fair Lawn Commons 
sukkah team for putting together the Community Simchat Beit 
Hashoevah. 

The Yoetzet Halacha Program: The Yoetzet Halacha Pro-
gram in Fair Lawn invites all women to our second Panel on 
Women’s Health. Navigating Physical and Emotional Ups and 
Downs. Moderated by Shira Donath, Yoetzet Hala-
cha. Featuring: Riva Preil, PT and Nancy Fish Bravman, 
LCSW, MPH. Sunday November 6th at 7:45pm. At Congrega-
tion Darchei Noam 10-04 Alexander Ave. Suggested event 
donation $18. For more information or to sponsor the ongoing 
Yoetzet Halacha Program in Fair Lawn, please con-
tact zahava.stadler@gmail.com.  

Yavneh Academy Open House: Yavneh Academy cordially 
invites prospective parents to a dynamic and interactive open 
house program on Thursday evening, November 3 at 7:30 p.m. 
Please RSVP at http://tinyurl.com/YavnehRSVP. For more 
information or questions, contact Judy Friedman at  
judy.friedman@yavnehacademy.org 

Memorial Board and Tree of Life Plaques: Honor your loved 
ones with a plaque on Darchei Noam’s Memorial Board or pur-
chase “leaves” on our Tree of Life. Please contact David Thaler: 
thal45@aol.com or 201-406-7043. 

Please support the Darchei Noam Chesed Fund: Contact 
Marilyn Wilen: mrkw1@me.com 

 
 
  



Sukkot and Shemini Atzeres 
Hashem’s Expression of Love 

by Rabbi Eliakim Koenigsberg 
 
On Shabbos Chol Hamoed Sukkot we read from Parshas Ki Sisa. 
The simple reason this portion was chosen is because it mentions 
the shalosh regalim. But the kriyas haTorah also discusses the se-
cond luchos, the thirteen attributes of divine mercy, and the dia-
logue between Hashem and Moshe Rabbeinu about whether a 
malach or Hashem himself will lead Klal Yisrael. What do these 
other topics have to do with the yom tov of Sukkot? 

The Tur (Orach Chaim, 625) asks a famous question. If we sit 
in sukkot to remind ourselves of the clouds of glory that surround-
ed Klal Yisrael when they left Mitzrayim, then why do we cele-
brate the yom tov of Sukkot in the month of Tishrei? Since Klal 
Yisrael left Mitzrayim during Nissan, we should celebrate Sukkot 
then. 

The Vilna Gaon (Shir Hashirim, 1:4) answers that on Sukkot 
we are not commemorating the clouds of glory that enveloped Klal 
Yisrael when they first left Mitzrayim because those clouds disap-
peared after cheit ha’eigel. But after Hashem forgave Klal Yisrael 
for cheit ha’eigel on Yom Kippur, they received the command to 
build the Mishkan, and when they started building the Mishkan on 
the fifteenth of Tishrei the clouds of glory returned. It is this return 
of the clouds of glory that we commemorate by sitting in sukkot 
because this showed that Hashem had forgiven Klal Yisrael for 
cheit ha’eigel and He was willing to rest His Shechina on them 
once again. Since the clouds returned during the month of Tishrei, 
we celebrate Sukkot specifically at this time. 

This idea can help explain why we read Parshas Ki Sisa on 
Shabbos chol hamoed Sukkot. At the beginning of the kriyah, 
Moshe Rabbeinu asks Hashem not to rest His Shechina on any 
nation except Klal Yisrael, “V’niflinu ani v’amcha mikol ha’am 
asher al pnei ha’adama - and I and your people will be distinct 
from all other nations of the world. (Ki Sisa, 33:16). Later, after 
Hashem teaches Moshe the thirteen attributes of mercy, Moshe 
once again asks, “Yeilech na Hashem b’kirbeinu - let Hashem 
dwell in our midst” (34:9), and Hashem responds, “I will establish 
a covenant (with you); I will make distinctions (e’eseh niflaos) 
with your people.” Rashi interprets that here Hashem finally agrees 
to Moshe’s request that Klal Yisrael should be different (v’niflinu) 
than all other nations in that Hashem should rest His Shechina only 
on them. 

These pesukim are especially appropriate for the yom tov of 
Sukkot because, as the Vilna Gaon explains, it was on Yom Kippur 
that Hashem forgave Klal Yisrael and agreed to rest His Shechina 
on them, and then on Sukkot He reaffirmed that commitment by 
returning the clouds of glory which represent the Shechina. 

The return of the clouds of glory on Sukkot could be another 
reason why we refer to Sukkot as zman simchaseinu - the time of 
our happiness. The simple explanation is that this refers to the 
happiness of the farmer who rejoices in the new harvest. Others 
explain that Sukkot is a time when we feel simcha for the atone-
ment we achieved on Yom Kippur. But in light of the Vilna Gaon’s 
comment, it would seem that Sukkot could be called zman sim-
chaseinu because the fifteenth of Tishrei is the time that Klal Yis-
rael saw Hashem’s intense love for them when He returned the 
clouds of glory and He established a covenant to rest His Shechina 
only on them. This realization that we enjoy such a special rela-
tionship with Hakadosh Boruch Hu is a source of great simcha and 
it transforms Sukkot into zman simchaseinu. 

The expression of love between Hakadosh Boruch Hu and Klal 

Yisrael reaches a climax on Shemini Atzeres and Simchas Torah. 
On Sukkot we sacrifice a total of seventy bulls but on Shemini 
Atzeres we sacrifice only one bull. Rashi (Pinchas, 29:35-36) 
quotes the Midrash which explains that the seventy bulls we sacri-
fice on Sukkot correspond to the seventy nations of the world, 
while the one bull we sacrifice on Shemini Atzeres represents Klal 
Yisrael. Why do we bring korbanos corresponding to the nations of 
the world only on Sukkot? The answer is that the korbanos of Suk-
kot and Shemini Atzeres demonstrate the unique bond between 
Hashem and Klal Yisrael. The reality is that Hashem sustains the 
entire world and, in truth, the yom tov of Sukkot which celebrates 
the new harvest is relevant to all of the nations. But Hashem has a 
special relationship with Klal Yisrael that is expressed by the pri-
vate feast that Klal Yisrael enjoys with Him on Shemini Atzeres 
(see Rashi there). 

Shemini Atzeres is the culmination of the yom tov of Sukkot 
because it serves as a contrast to the universal yom tov of Sukkot. 
Shemini Atzeres is Hashem’s expression of love for Klal Yisrael. It 
shows the unique relationship that Klal Yisrael has with Him. 
There are no special mitzvos on Shemini Atzeres because the sim-
cha of Shemini Atzeres comes from simply feeling a sense of 
closeness to Hakadosh Boruch Hu. On Shemini Atzeres we don’t 
need a simcha shel mitzvah to help us express our joy because we 
are overcome by a feeling of “nagilah v’nismecha bach - we will 
rejoice and be happy with You” (Shir Hashirim, 1:4). 

And that is why Simchas Torah is linked to Shemini Atzeres. 
When Hakadosh Boruch Hu forgave Klal Yisrael on Yom Kippur 
he gave them the second luchos, the gift of Torah, to demonstrate 
his love for them. On Shemini Atzeres this love is expressed once 
again when Hakadosh Boruch Hu asks of Klal Yisrael to be his 
special guest for one last day of yom tov. We reciprocate by rejoic-
ing with the Torah and showing how much we appreciate his gift 
and his expressions of love for us. 
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Support Darchei Noam when you shop 
Sign up for Smile.Amazon.com 

Choose “Darchei Noam” as your charity. 
 
 
	


